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SEM YER EAD EM 
GREAT BRITAINs® 
Aſſurance of an Honourable Peace, with 


the Reaſons of it ; in a Letter to a 
Friend, cc: 


3 „ 
P E A C E is the chief Subject of the Town's Con- 


verſation, that which is ſafe, and hononrable, 

is much hoped for by honeſt Men of all Par- 
ties, and the vigorous Proſecution of the War as much 
deſired, till it is effected. Tho ſuch as are Leaven'd 
with Malice againſt the Government, and endu'd with 
Principles of Slavery, wiſh for neither: Who expreſs 
ſuch an affeclionate ReſpeT for the French King, as to 
declare often, and openly, that he oughr to be treated 


at all times, with more than ordinary Croility, as he is 


a Crown'd Head: Notwithſtanding his multiply'd Per- 
juries, Tyrannies, and U ſurpations; however having 
ſuch a Queen upon the Throne, ſuch a Parliament in 
| Being, Jeet an Army in the Field, ſuch Generals to 
command, ſuch a Miniſtry to Comme and Adviſe = 


42 (4. 
Majeſty. All true Britains doubt not, but a ſpecial 

Regard will be had to the Intereſt of the Proteſtant Re- 

ligion; to the Reduction of France to its ancient Limits, 
to the reſtoring of the Liberties of Europe, to the re- 
lieving the Reformed Churches abroad from their long 

continued Oppreſſion, Cc. That the Expence of fo much 
Blood and Treaſure for ſo many Years paſt may not be 
loſt, which all Men of Honour and Honeſty cannot 
think of, without the greateſt Concern, having ſuch a 
ſenſe of the value of both; that they expect nothing 


leſs than a Reparation of the Damages we have ſu- 
ſtain'd from an Adverſary, who always was a profeſs'd 
wr o our 222 Rights and Immunities ; Which - 
tende Mercies we fhould certainly find tobe Gruelties. 
Yet notwithſtanding the wicked Hopes of ſome, the 
Jealouſies and Fears of other to the contrary, I am up- 
on the following Conſiderations indtc'd to Pellere dhe 
Hue of à rehiout and expenſive War, will be the utter 
Deſtruction of the French King's Tyrannies, the com- 
pleating and eſtabliſhing of our Own, and our Neigh- 
bours Peace and Proſperity. e 


* 


I. GOD's Appearance for us at home and abroad 
At home, in accumulating upon us Mercies that he has 
been pleaſed to deny to moſt of our Neighbours, the 


Enumeration whereof is now needleſs : But I cannot o- 
mit reminding you of theſe, 'as Peace among our ſelves, 


the reſtraining our imbred Enemies, fo that they cannot 


diſquiet our Repoſe under the Shadow of Her Majeſty's 


Wing, for they are ſo reduced in their Fortunes, that 
they have not Fuel ſufficient to render their Zeal fo ſer- 
viceable to the Pretender and the French King as hete- 
tofore, their Fenwick, their Friend, &c. being te- 


moved, their Funds Foreign and Domeſtick being exhau - 
| Red, as may be ſeen in their very Ez, and thread bare 


Cloathing ; I profeſs I rejoice not in my Neighbour's 


ut be 


Poverty and Miſery, I would rather fee his Face plump, 


and Back decently-clad ; but however I cannot 


glad, 


— —— 
— — - 7 
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(5) 
glad, that they who cannot forbear ſpeaking unbecon- 
ing of a Government under which they may be happy, 
ate . utterly unable to act againft it. Another Mercy 
which we enjoy, and ought every Day to thank God 
for, is, that the Been, and her gvod People of Great Bri- 
tain, are ſo United, that all the Devices and Efforts of ill 
Men of all Parties, of all Ranks to divide and deſtroy 
us are entirely fruſtrated. How powerful and proſpe- 
rous muſt that Nation be? where a Prince truly loves, 
and is truly beloved, where the one ever rules accord- 
ing to Law, and the ether cordially and chearfully o- 
beys ; And this is Great Britains preſent Happy State. 
Let us next confiderwhat God has done for us abroad; 


he hath made us the Terror of our Enemies, the Ad- 


mitation of Strangers, and the Delight of our Friends; 
in teaching our hands to war, and our fingers to figbt, 
in giving us a fries of * Viftories at Hochfter, Ra- 
millics, Oudenarde, Ec. The Trophies whereof in the 
Halls of this great City, the Prifoners of War for Num- 
ber and Quality, are viſible Monuments. Tho Men of 
no ſmall Note and Figure in our Country, that either 
through Prejudice or Weakneſs, 'or both, in publick 
Converſation account ſome of theſe h Battles but 
meer Skirmifhes ; when our Enemies would be glad of 
leſs Matter to boaſt every where of, and ro fing Te 
Deum for. RE | 


H. THE Queens Religion and Honour. Her Reli- 
gion is truly Proteſtant, her Heart entirely Britiſh, 


who will without doubt have a due regard for that Re- 


ligion, and thoſe Britiſh Liberties which ſhe above all 


things altvayr lobed and valued, for which, in the Sta- 


tion of a Child and Subject, ſhe ſhewed the Truth and 


Diſpleaſure: On the contrary, Popery and Slavery ever 
met with her Diſſite, Refuſal and Abhorrence. | 
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Meaſure of her Zeal, to the lo/ing of ber Farber and 
her Prince's Favour, and to the incurring of his higheſt 
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As for her Majeſties Honour, can it be deny'd or que- 
ſtion d? Let her moſt avoroed Adverſaries point at the 
leaſt Breach of it, if they can: How inviolable are her 
Promiſes ? how punQual are and will be her Perfor- 
mances? The Words of the wiſe Man, without injury 
to the ſacred Text, may be fitly applyed to her Ma- 
jeſty, Prov. 3 1. 29. Many daughters 425 done vertu- 
ouſly, but thou haſt excelled them all. 5 


III. THE Wiſdom and Integrity of our Parliament; 
both which are evident to every impartial! and wnpreju- 
diced Eye, throughout all their Proceedings; how chear- : 

Jul, ſeaſonable, and ſufficient were their Votes for Sup- | | 
plies ? What Forefight and Care have they ſhewed to 
adviſe her Majeſty to oblige the French King to own | 
her Title, to remove the Pretender out of his Dominions, ] 

to demoliſh and deſtroy the Harbours of Dunkirk, as J 
Preliminaries to a Treaty of Peace, in paſſing the Act 
for Naturallization, cum multis aliis; ſo that to ſuppoſe 
they will recede from whar they have Enacted, or ne- I 

_ gle to execute what they have ſo oſten Reſolved, the 2 
. down the Exorbitant Power of France, is not A 

only unfair, but highly unjuſt. 2 0 


IV. THE ConduQand Bravery of our Generals and 
Army: How glad would the Generals of France it 
_ ſelf be to ſerve a Campaign under a Marlborough, Eu- 

gene, c. to perfect themſelves in the Art of War; 
the Prince Royal of Pruſſia, the Electoral Prince of Han- 
nover, &c. [hew themſelves to be the promiſing Hopes 
of their Country, in laying hold on the Opportunity 
of going to the School of Mars, when and whillt 
there are ſuch Maſters to reach them. Now the Scene 
of War being near its Period, and the. Day of Peace 
Juſt adawning, who are fit to be entruſted with the im- 
portant Negotiation of Peace? but theſe Heroes, whoſe 
conſummate Wiſdom and Skill, was never out-done by, 

French Politicks, whoſe Honour and Fidelity were 1 

| CET never the 
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never ſtayn d, nor corrupted by French Sir, we 
may without the let Fear or Jealoufie truſt them, for 
their Honour and Intereſt are embarRd with ours: And 
we need not doubt, but we, and our Poſterity ſhall 
have cauſe to honour their Names and Memories, not 
only for what they have done, but what they will till 
do for us. Likewiſe our Soldiers are both Brave and N#: 
merous ; tho we muſt take heed of fruſting in an Arm 
of Fleſh, as holy Writ doth admoniſh us, yet it's no 

. ſmall part of our Glory, and our Advantage over our 
Enemies, that we have ſuch an Army, which with 
God's Leave, and Bleffing, is able to drive the Fencb 
Tyrant from his home to beg his Bread in a ſtrange 
Land, as he hath done his own Subjects, unleſs her Ma- 
jeſtys Clemency ſhould inter poſe. m— 5 


V. THE Unweariedneſs of her Majeſties Good and 
Loyal Subjects to pay the Taxes, to carry on the War, 
and to procure an honourable and a laſting Peace. We 
are not to make a Judgment of the Body of the People 
of Great Britain, by a few Malecontents among us, 

ſome of whom are weary of the preſent War, not for 
want of Subſtance to contribute towards it, but for want 
of Hearts and Principles truly Loyal, and truly Britiſb. 
It's our Duty to rejoice, that the Nation in the Bulk of 
it have peel carnt, and would chearfſully prattiſe 
the Doctrine of Selt-denya}, ſo as to ſerve. her Majeſty 
both with their Lives and Fortunes; to execute her 
Noble Deſigns and Wiſe Meaſures, to bring the Power 
of France to the Loweſt Ebb. And God forbid that our 
Enemies ſhould ever ſee ſuch a Peace concluded, where: 
by the good Diſpoſitions, and Hopes of ſuch a Queen, 
and _ a People ſhould be diſcouraged and diſap- 
pointed. 


: VI. THE French Kings Actions and Demerits, toge- 
ther with his preſent reducd State and Condition, is 
next to be conſidered: As for his Actions, they _— 


(8) 2 
Clieula's and Nero's, they were Pagans, he the Moſt 


Chriftion King. What Resords can afford Actions for 


Number and Circumſtances ſo baſe ? How many folemn 
Treaties of his own ſeeking hath he perfidiouſly broke 
What Frauds hath he been guilty of? What his Flatre- 
rer in praiſe of him hath publiſh'd long ſince. 


Una Dies Lothoros, Burgundss Hebdomas una, 
Una domat Battavos Luna, quid Annus aget ? 


was Jong ſince Burleſqu'd very juſtly in theſs two Lines, 


Lorraine be flole, by Fraud he got Burgundy, ers 
Holland he bought. By — He ſhall pay for it 
one Day. we EIS, 


His Villanies in a word are innumerable l let us but re- 
flect upon his inhuman Deſigns againſt the late glorious 
King W:/l;am , how he concerted and encouraged the 


Aſſaſſination of that Prince, who was his Relative, who 


ated always with the greateſt Honour in times of War 
and Peace; who was ſo brave in the Field and heat of 
Battle, that none but Lewis XIV. would uſe ſuch ba/e 
and infamous Means to take away his Life.— In the 
next place conſider his preſent State and Condition: 
From Paris it ſelf, we have the News, that on the 
Forehead of the French King's Statue on the Pont Neuf, 


was lately fix'd this dee rea Ceſt ici le Roy det 


Gaeux, this is the King of Beggars; which is true in 
fact, tho his Kingdom is large and fertile, yet what 
Poverty covers the face of it; again from the Hague, 
May 10. N. S. A Neutral Ambaſſador writes to his 


Friend from Paris, That the French King lies under a 


Neceſſity to conde ſcend to all the Demands of the Allies; 


and that he hath alſo notify'd to the Court of St. Ger- 
mains, by one of his Minifters, that. he may perhaps be 


oblig d to defire the late Qucen of England, and the Prince 
her Son to withdraw from his Dominions. What Miſery 
Sh hs nas JVC 


VV 
reigns throughout his Kingdom! what Tumults in his 
Capital Towns for went of Bread! What Mutiny in 
his Army for want of Pay ! were the Eyes of all di/affe- 
fed Perſons in our Land open to ſee the Calamities, their 
Ears open to hear the Groans of the Oppreſſed and Mi- 
ſerable People of France, the French King's Tyranny,and 
his preſent reduc'd State, would be no longer doubted, 
but own'd with Thanks to God and our good Queen, 
that we are not in the like Condition. It remains 
to lay before you for your peruſal, thoſe Particulars I 
promiſed to incert, whereby you may have a more clear 


and diflin# Idea what a Monſter the French King is, and 


whar Villanies and Barbarities he has been guilty. of. 
r. The French Kings Letter to the Elefor of Branden- 
burgh, wherein he declares that he would maintain the 
Proteſtants in all their Privileges. | 
r 15 
Would not have diſcourſed the Matter you write to 
me about, on the behalf of my Subjects of the pre- 
tended Reformed Religion, with any other Prince, befides 
your ſelf. But to ſhew you that particular Eſteem I have 
for you, I hall begin with telling you, that ſome Per- 
ſons diſaffected to my Service, have ſpread ſeditious 
Pamphlets among Strangers; as if the Acts, and Edits 
that were paſſed in favour of my faid Subjects of the 
pretended Retormed Religion, by the Kings my Prede- 
cefſors, and confirmed by my ſelf, were not kept and ex- 
ecuted in my Dominions; which would have been con- 
trary to my Intentions: for I take care that they be 
maintained. in all the Privileges which have been grant- 
ed them, and be as kindly uſed as any other Subjects. 
To this I am engaged, both by my Royal Word, and in 
Acknowledgment of the Proofs they have given of their 
unſpotted. Loyalty, during the late Troubles, in which 
they took up Arms for 1 Service, and did vigorouſly 
ou and fucceſifully overthrow thoſe ill Defigns 
which a rebellious Party were contriving within my own 
Dominions againſt my Royal Authority. I pray God 
to take you, Brother, into his Protection. 
wr 8 * 80 Lows. 
8 B — 4 


(10), 
„NB. The Rebelliovs Party were the Roman Catho- 
Wicks, adhering to the late Prince of Conde---but theLoy- 
al Party were the Proteſtants, and were the unhappy In- 
ſtruments of that Prince's, and their own Overthrow. 
2. An Account of his various Methods to deſtroy the 
Proteſtants, I will inſtance but in a few, it would be too 
tedious to enumerate all. | 
By the Quirks and Hflufions of Law, Churches were 
demned and deſtroyed, for the Proteſtants were cited 
before Commiſſioners, to prove their Rights ro their 
por of Worſhip, and places of Burying, &c. as the 
emple at Vitre in Brittany was deſtroyed, becauſe they 
could not produce their Titles to it, when they were 


irrecoverably loſt by Fire, VVar, or the perfidious Hands 
of Revolters. If a Church was near the Sea, that was 
reaſon enough to have it demoliſh'd, as that at Caranton 


in Normandy was, in all the Country of Gex, they reduc d 
23 Ch. to 2. in Provence 16 Churches to 3, in Gazenne 
80 to 3. in Poictou 61 to one. that in that one Province 
above $0000 Souls were forc'd to live without any pub- 
lick VVorfhip. In Normandy all the Churches were 
brought to the number of thoſe three of Caen, Rouen and 
Diep, that the poor Proteſtants were neceſſitated to tra- 
vel 40 Miles to hear the VVord, and to have their Chil- 

dren baptized. Nay, they did oblige the Proteſtants 
themſelves to demoliſh their Churches, if they refuſed 


it, their Houſes were plunder'd and level'd with the 


Ground, and Fines laid upon them. This has been the 


Caſe of divers Perſons of Quality in Poi o. So that 
 * from the Year 1675, there were about 600 Churches de- 


moliſhed in Fance by the K's Orders. Al ſo in their 


Law Suits for a Debt, Houſe or Land, between aRoman 
Catholick and the Proteſtants, the Monks, Miſſioners, c. 
immediately intereſted themſelves in the Affair, and in 
open Court of Juſtice would bawl out, Iplcad againſt an 
.  Heretick, I have to do with a Man of a Religion odious to 
the State, and which the King would have. extirpated, By 


this means there was not any Juſtice to be expected.— 


Falſe Accuſations and Perjuries againſt the Proteſtants 


a allowed, tho there ware kroch that they ave 


— 2 2 


— oi. hom oak n ——— — 
” x 9 > g a 


| "Et It: g 
falſly there was no Puniſhment infliQed, as the Prieſt o 
Eynet in Guienne, the Prieſt of Caſtell.berault, &c. If a 
Man was poor, he was promiſed the protection of the 
Church, it he turn'd Catholick, if a diſobedient Son 
would ſhake off his Father's Yoke, c. they would be 
kind to him, and wheedle him with Promiſes of great 
Matters if he chang d his Religion: if a Daughter was 
unduriful to her Parents, they ſeduc'd her and entic'd her 
into their Nunneries, and oblig'd the Father to main- 
tain her with an yearly Penſion above what his Eſtate 
could bear. If a Man was guilty of a Crime, let him 
change his Religion, he had a Pardon. By this means 
Count L' Orge ſavd his Life when he was a Priſoner in 
the Baſtile for Coining. If a Man be fick in an Hoſ- 
pital, there is no care taken of him, unleſs he renounc'd 
his Religion. A Daniſh Gentleman being mortally 
wounded, was carried to the L' Hoſtell Dieu, in Paris, 
they made uſe offalſeApparitions,appearing with Deaths 
Head, in which were lighted Candles, telling him he 
would be damn'd, if he did not renounce his Herehe, 
they followed him ſo often with theſe Mormo's, that he 
dyed in Deſpair. This was Far. 24. 1666. If a Perſon be 
lick, the Prieſts had liberty to enter the Reformed's 
Houſes at pleaſure; if a Man dies, they falſly pretend 
that he defired his Children might be brought up Catho- 

1 licks, as in Cafe of M. Roſe! in Xaintonge: it a Man 
ina Fever be delirious a dying. and let drop the leaſt 
Expreſſion favouring theirPtinciples,the Prieſts laid hold 
on it, and pretended it a rea! Converſſon, they drived out 

the Relation, and lock'd the Door to keep them our, if the 
Party was a dying, they fetch'd the Hoſt and Oil for bis 
Viaticum. In Ville Dieu in Poictou, the Prieſt and Sexton vi- 
ſited an aged Man upon his ſick Bed, they drove out all his 
Children, threatning them with Death, if they came near 
him,who fled into the Woods, and durſt not come near their 
Father; the poor Man withſtanding all their Aſſaults, they 
left him, and he dyed of Famine; for when he was found 
dead, he had eaten the Fleſh off his Hands for Hunger, vid. 
Les Derniers Efforts de Lnnocence Afligee,p. 62,63. Likewiſe 
Contrary to the K. Declaration, 1699. Article 39. expreſſed in 
theſe very terms, We order and 3 Children, wheſe 
n ä ra- 


E 


Father is à Proteſtant, ſhall remain in their Parents Cuſtody, ani 
thoſe that take them away ſhall reftore them. Vet many Children 
did they carry away by force to be baptized according to the 
Romiſh way. M. de Fanue, a Gentleman of an ancient Family, 
going to baptize his Child at the Proteſtant Church, near 
Caen, the Vicar of St. John's took him by the Throat and al- 
moſt choak d him, that he was oblig'd to return to his Houſe 
again. Orders were ſent from Paris to every Pariſh,to impow- 
el Curates to enquire into what the Proteſtants did for 20 
Years paſt, and to have them proſecuted without Delay and 
paniſhed without Remiſſion. They deprived the Reformed 
by the K. Order in 1580, of all Offices, Employments,and in 
general all means of getting a Livelyhood, inſomuch that 
they would not ſuffer a Proteftant Midwife to do her Office, 
expreſly ordaining the Proteſtant Women ſhould make uſe of | 
Romiſh Midwives. They iſſued out an Edict, that the new | 
Converts ſhould not pay their Debts for 3 Years. This fell 
heavy upon the Reformed, having had a particular Tye and 
Intereſt with theſe. They were prohibited to ſell or alienate 
their Eſtates on any pretence whatſoever, the K. vacating all 
Contracts, & c. if it did not appear that they ſtaid in theKing- 
dom a whole Year after theſeActs were done, Taxes were laid 
upon theProteſtants to diſcharge the newCatholicks, Cx. that 
he who in the ordinary Roll was aſſeſſed at 40 or 50 Livres, 
was charged with theImpoſition of 7 or Soo, which they levy d 
by quarteringDragoons upon them, or Impriſonment, till they 
paid the utmoſt Farthing. In 1681, there came out an E- 
dict, that Children at Vears old might abjure the Reformed, 
and embrace the Catholick Religion. Tho' the Reformed by 
the Edict of Nants, had the Privilege of keeping Schools to 
teach Latin and Humanity, they were confined to teach only 
to read and write, Their Univerſities and Colleges which 
they had almoſt in every Province were ſuppreſſed, that the 
Miniſtry might be deſtroyed. When any refufe to commu- 
nicate (when they were ſick) in the Popiſh way, if they dy- 
ed,it was theKing's Order,that their Bodies ſhould be drawn 
upon Hurdles, and thrown into the common Jakes or Dung: 
hills, and theirGoods confifcated; ifthey recovered,they ſhould 
be condemned to the Gallies, or burnt alive, and all their 
Goods confiſcated. Theſe are but few of the Methods the 
French King uſed to extirpate the Proteſtant Religion. 
3. A Profeſſion of the Romifſh Faith, which the Proteſtants were 
2 fore'd to make and EN 8 
I A. B. do believe and profeſs with a firm Faith, all and 


every thing and things contain d in that Creed, which is . 


by the Holy Church of Rome, viz, 


—.. A RAE re Sl 


| (13) 
receive and embrace moſt firmly, the Apoſtolick and Ec- 


cleſiaſtical Traditions, and the other Obſervations and Conſti- 


rutions.of the ſame Church. In like manner I believe the Ho- 
ly Scripture, but with the Senſe which the Holy Mother 
Church hath, and doth now underſtand it, to whom it doth 


Wel to judge of the true Senſe and Interpretation of the 
Sacr 


Scripture, and I ſhall never take, nor interpret it other- 
wiſe than according to the unanimous Conſent of the Fathers. 
I profeſs alſo, that there be truly and properly ſeven Sa- 
craments of the New Law, inſtituted by our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and needful for the Salvation of Mankind, altho not 
a like needful to every one, to wit, Baptiſm, Confirmation, 
the Euchariſt, Pennance, Extream Unction, Orders and Mar- 
riages, and that they do confer Grace, and that Baptiſm, 
Confirmation, and Orders cannot be reiterated without Sa- 
crilege. HIVE” 
| . and admit alſo the Ceremonies recei ved and ap- 
pens by the Catholick Church, in the Solemn Admini- 
ration of all theſe fore-mention'd Sacraments. I receive 


and embrace all, and every Thing and Things which have 
been determined 


and declared concerning Original Sin and 

Juſtifications by the Holy Council of Trent. I likewiſe 
profeſs, That in the Maſs there is offer'd to God a true, 
proper and propitiatory Sacrifice for the Living an 
the Dead; and that in the moſt Holy Sacrament of the Eu- 
charift, there is truly, really and ſubſtantially, the Body 
and Blood, together with the Soul and Divinity of our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift ; and that in it there is made a Change 


of the whole Subſtance of that Bread into his Body, and 


of that whole Subſtance of the Wine into his Blood, which 


Change the Catholick Church calls Tranſubſtantiation. I 1 


confeſs, That under one Only of thoſe two Elements, a whole 
Chriſt, and a true Sacrament is received. 


I conſtantly affirm that there is a Purgatory, and that the 
Souls therein detained are reliev'd by the Suffrages of the 


Faithful. In like manner the Saints reigning withJeſusChriſt, 
are to be worſhipped and invocated, and that they offer up. 
Prayers unto God for us, and their Relicts are to be honour- 
ed. I do ſtedfaſtly avow, that Images of Jeſus Chriſt, and of 


the Virgin Mother of God, and alſo of the other Saints,ought 


to be had and retained, and that due Honour and Veneration 
mult be yielded to them. Moreover I affirm, that the Power 
of Indulgencies was left unto the Church by Jeſus Chriſt, and 
that their Uſage, is very beneficial unto Chriſtians, I ac- 
_ knowledge the Holy Cathohck, —_— and Roman 
Church, to be the Mother and Miſtreſs 


ſl . dy 1 
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els „ 


of all other Churches. 
„ 
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(44) 
And I promiſe and ſwear true Obedience to the Pope of Romez 
Succeſſor of bleſſed St. Peter, Prince of the Apoſtles, and Vi- 
car of Jeſus Chriſt. In like manner I receive and profeſs with- 
out doubting, all other things left, defin'd and declared by 


Holy Council of Trent. And withal I do condemn, reject, and 
accurſe all things which are contrary, and whatever Hereſies 


And ſwearing upon the Book of the Holy Goſpels, he muſt ſay. 

I promiſe, vow, and ſwear, and moſt conitantly to profeſs 
9 aiding me) and to keep entirely and unavoidably unto 
the Death, this ſelf ſame Catholick Faith, out of which no 
Perſon can be ſaved, which I do now moft willingly and truly 
profeſs, and that I will endeavour to the utmoſt of my Pow- 
er, that it ſhall be held, taught and preached by my Vaſſals, 
or thoſe who ſhall belong unto my Charge. So help me 

God, and theſeHoly Goſpels, ſo be it. | 
VN. B. The Maſter of a Family was oblig'd to compel his Chil- 
dren and Servants, to renounce their Religion as he did. 

I of the Pariſh do certifie unto all whom it 
may concern, that having acknowledged the falſeneſs of the 
pretended Reformed, and the Truth of the Catholick Reli- 
ion, of my own free Will, without Compulſion, I have made 

Profeſſion of the Catholick, Apoſtolick,and Roman Religion 
in the Church of in the Hands of in Teſtimony of the 


Witneſſes, whoſe Names are hereunto ſubſcrib'd, this 
Day of the Month of and in the Year of our Lord---- 
I. A Specimen of the French King's cruel Uſage of the 
= Proteſtants. 4 8 EEK | "Ho 
The firſt thing the Intendants of Provinces were to do, ac- 
cording to the King's Orders and Inſtructions, was to aſſem- 
ble the Cities and S 0 before them. The Prote- 
ſtants being aſſembled, they were told, that it was his Ma- 
jeſty's Pleaſure, that without delay they ſhould become Ro- 
man Catholicks, and if they did not do it freely, they muſt 
be forced to it. Whereupon the Dragoons, thoſe armed A- 
oſtles, ſeiz'd on the Gates and Avenues of theCities,guard- 
ing all Paſſages, brandiſhing their Swords, crying, Kill] Kill / 
or elſe turn Catholicks ! They quarter'd upon the Proteſtants 
at Diſcretion, conſuming all the Proviſion that every Houſe 
| afforded,plunder'd them of Moneys, Rings, Jewels, or what- 
erer was of any Eſteem and Value. Afterwards they fall 


Women by theHair,or Feet,upon the Hooks ofChimneys,or 
the like. and ſmoak them with Wiſps of wet Hay or Sun a 


the holy Canons, and general Councils, and eſpecially by the | 


have been condemned, rejected, and accurſed by the Church. 


Truth hereof I have ſigned this Act, in Preſence of theſe 


upon the Perſons of the Proteſtants, hanging up Men and 


r 0 


* 


ES, 
they threw bound into Fires, and would not take them out till 
they were half roaſted; they tyed Ropes under the Arms of o- 
thers, and plung'd them to and again in deep Wells, till they 
promis'd to change their Religion; others they bound, and put 
unnels into their Mouths, and poured Wine down their Throats 
till the Fumes had deprived them of their Reaſon ; they ſtripp'd 
ſome ſtark naked, and ſtuck Pins in them from Head to Foot; they 
cut them with Pen-knives, pluck d off the Nails of their Hands 
and Toes, tearing them by theNoſes with red-hotPincers, blowing 
up Men and Women with Bellows till they were ready to burſt; 
they kept them waking 7 or 8 Days together; if they begun to 
Nod, they threw Buckets of Water into their Faces, and made a 
continual Noiſe by beating of Kettles over their Heads, that the 
Creatures loſt their Senſes. If there were any ſick of Fevers or 
other Diſeaſes, they beat anAlarm with 1 2Drums about their Beds 
for a whole Week without Intermiſſion. In ſome er they ty d 
Fathers and Husbands to the Bed - poſts, and raviſhed their Wives 
and Daughters before their Eyes. This Storm did not only fall 
upon the common People, but Noblemen and Gentlemen of the 
beſt Quality. Indeed, neither Sex, nor Age, nor Quality were 
ſpared; their Houſes pillaged, their Caſtles raſed, their Woods 
cut down, yea, their Perſons daily affronted by the inſolent Dra- 
goons. The Lord of Feus in Guienn?, had 70 of them living upon 
fim at free Quarters, when they had conſumed all he had, they 
took away his Lady and Children, and impriſon'd them in ſeveral 
Nunneries; The poor Gentleman through their Cruelties was 
_ confined to a ſick Bed, and they never left tormenting him till he 
dyed. A Lady of Quality in Poicton was clapt up between four 
Walls, when ſhe was big with Child, and near her time, till ſhe 
was ſtarved to Death. One Frances Auben, declaring ther Reſo- 
lution to continue a Proteſtant, they ſqueez d her Fingers to pieces 
with Iron Skrews, then hung her up by the Arm- pits, ſmokin 
her, and forcing her to ſuck in with her Noſtrils the Smoke oF 
Tobacco and Brimſtone. A Gentleman of Agumois was tormen- 
ted to Death, by pouring into his Mouth boiling Agua vitæ, Wines 
and Water. In the Year 1685, a Woman had her ſucking Child 
ſnatch'd from her Breaſt, and put it in the next Room to her, and would © 
not let her come to ſuckle her Chi d, unleſs ſhe would renounce her Re- 
ligion. Monſ, Homell who was broken upon the Wheel at Towrnon, 168 3. 
_ when every Limb and Bone Was broke with an Iron Bar, was left to lie 
in. that Condition forty hours, before he had the Le cop de Grace,theBlow 
of Mercy to put an end to all his Miſeries. This and much more which 
would be too tedious and melancholly to rehearſe, was in purſuance to 
the Reſolutionthe Fr. King, made Oc. 6. 168 5. viz. that by that time his 
Grandſon the Duke of Burgwndy came to Years of Underſtanding, he ſhould 
never know what a Hague was in France, but by Hiſtory. And. withal 
obſerve, that all theſe Sufferingsof the Proteſtants in their Eſtates and 
| TT | ne Religion only. 2 5. The | 
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Alnceaboveall the reſt of thoſe illuſtrious Proofs, which da al. A 
8 dundantly declare the natural imbred N Es oe 0 
noble Zeal (and worthy the Moſt Chriſtian Ring) is moſt conſpi. 
| Cyous, with which, being ardently infamd, you have wholly abro- 
gated all thoſe Conſtitutions that were favourable to the Hereticks 
of your Kingdom, and by moſt wiſe Decrecs ſet forth, have excel- - 
lently provided for the Propagation of the Orthodex Belie e our 5 
Make de 


Beloved Son, and your Ambaſſador with us, the No 
Eſtrees, hath declared to us. We thought it was incumbent on us M 
moſt largely to Commend that excellent Piety of yours, by the re- 
markable and laſting Teſtimony of theſe our Letters, and to Con 
Statulate your Majeſty that Acceſſion of immortal Commendation. 
| which you have added to all your other great Exploſts by ſo illuſtri. 
ous an Act of this kind. The Catholick Church ſhall moſt afluredly | 


* - 


. 


Record in her Sacred Annals a Work of fuch Devotion towards her, 
and Celebrate your Name with never dying Praiſes; © But above all, 
you may moſt deſervedly promiſe your ſelf an ample. Retribution 
from the Divine Goodneſs for this ' moſt excellent Undertaking, 
and may reſt aſſured, that we ſhall never ceaſe to pour forth our 
H . moſt earneſt Prayers to that Divine Goodneſs for this Intent and pur- 
If poſe. The reſt you ſha}l underſtand from our venerable Brother An. 
= 18 Archbiſbop of 'Genua. In the mean time we greet you moſt 
indly with our Apoſtolical Benediction. Given 4 Rome the 1285 of 4 


- 


November, is the roth Near of our Pontificate, © _ . 
By theſe few Particulars, Sir, you may Judge (tho? but in part F 
bow vile a Man the French King has been; and how unworthy be is 
ef Her Majeſty's, and the reſt of his Neighbours, Favour. And 
*  _ notwithſtanding ſuch frivolous Objections, as, we-muſt nor reduce bim 
Jo low, as to render bim uncapable of ever being an Ally, if there ſhowd 
be accaſion for it, Gc, none will reflect upon Her Majeſties Goodneſs, Ju- | 
rice, or Wiſdom; if ſhe, not only make him, to all Intents and 
= Purpoles, unable to injure, or ſo much as to difturb his Neighbours 
Quiet for the future, but oblige bim to make ample Satisfaction, not 
only for the Expence we have been at, but ſor the Loſſes we have 
ſuſtain d. by forcing him to give Her Majeſty 4 Right to, and Poſſeſſion 
= of, ſuch part or Parts of his Dominions that will be of real Advan- 
© rage to the Gauernment and Nation in reſpect to Trade and Commerce. 
Which, if n N to demand, it his Duy and In- 
et co grant, to prevent the laying, of her Commands upon the 
Deni Heroe, the Noble Marlhorough, to proceed on bs March 10 
mate him Viſit at Ferſeiles, | Adieu. ET 
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